Inquiry: Comprehension Strategies

Key points from articles

» Comprehension is a reading process that consists of various elements which
include predicting/inferring, summarizing/retelling, drawing conclusions, and
monitoring/clarifying,

¢ Comprehension takes place in various elements of reading instruction, in both
large group and guided reading.

* Metacognition is closely related to comprehension instruction. This means to
think about one’s thinking,

* Modeling of strategies and metacognition by the teacher is vital in comprehension
instruction. This can be done through think-alouds.

¢ Scaffolding should take place in comprehension instruction. While the teacher
begins by modeling, gradually, responsibility should be released to students as
they actively engage in their own learning.

* A variety of instructional modes can be effective for comprehension in order to
reach all learners. This includes kinesthetic modes where learners use movements
and manipulation to interact with their text.

» Text structure is relevant in comprehension strategy instruction. Students may
employ different strategies for narrative, expository, and information text.

¢ Graphic organizers are useful tools in comprehension instruction. Some examples
include webs, T-charts, and KWL charts.

* Acquisition of vocabulary and use of context play key roles in comprehension,
Semantic gradients are visual spectrums which can aide in vocabulary instruction.

¢ Motivation and reader beliefs impact comprehension. This means that a student’s
background knowledge and experiences with text will drive his or her
comprehension in one way or another.

¢ Reading aloud in a meaningful way lends itself to active engagement and
discussion for comprehension. This strategy also reaches readers who may
struggle with fluency and/or decoding.

¢ Content areas are relevant in considering comprehension. Strategies can be used
across the areas of curriculum, not just with reading.
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