EDCI 727-Deconstructing Guided Reading- FLUENCY

Fluency is an often neglected component in any literacy program. It is also an often
neglected component of teacher pre-service education and professional development. Because |
always found it the weakest element of my own reading lessons, | chose to research the topic and
strengthen the fluency instruction in my daily tutorials with struggling first graders.

Key Points

e Contribution of LaBerge and Samuels (their automaticity theory states that there
isonly so much attention available in the reading process, and when a reader can
decode fluently, there is more attention available for comprehension)

e Richard Alllington in 1983 stated that fluency was the most neglected areas of
reading curriculum. This began to increase attention to fluency instruction.

e Timothy Rasinski began in 1989 attempted to define and describe instructional
activities for improving fluency. He continues to be an integral part of fluency
research and a respected authority.

e National Reading Panel report (2000) brought the importance of fluency
instruction to the forefront and required that it be included as one of the key
components in literacy instruction

e Techniquesfor increasing fluency include repeated readings, Readers Theater,
modeling and feedback, specific prompts, programs such as Read Naturally, self
recording, reading to audiotaped text (Chomsky), Peer Assisted Learning
Strategies

e Importance of prosody (rhythmic features of speech): juncture (pauses between
words, phrases and sentences), pitch (raising and lowering of voice intonation)
and stress (giving prominence to words or phrases)

e Fluency assessment measures include timed readings including goal setting,
single word training (wordsin isolation), DIBELS, (rapid letter naming test),
assessment of oral reading fluency (ORF)
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