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Dwight Schar College of Education
Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Course Syllabus
Graduate: Undergrad: X
Credit Hours: 3
Field/Clinical Hours: 0/0

Course Number: EDCI 234

Course title for the catalog: Middle Grades Philosophy, Organization & Climate

Catalog description:

This course is designed specifically for education majors who seek a middle grades
license (4-9). Emphasis is placed on the philosophy of middle level school, the psychology of
the preadolescent and adolescent student, the role of teacher as counselor, teaming, curriculum
and instruction.

The prerequisite (s) for this course is (are):

EDFN 130: Workshop in Teaching
Enrollment is to be concurrent with Middle School Block | (EDCI 235 & EDCI 236).

The enrollment restriction (s) for this course is (are):

25 students in a cohort configuration

Course and field/clinical experience objectives (including knowledge, skills, and

dispositions):

KNOWLEDGE:

The teacher education student will have knowledge of:

1. The developmental characteristics of young adolescents.

2. Techniques for creating and maintaining a developmentally responsive program
and learning environment.

3. Student scheduling plans and procedures as a component of teaching team
responsibilities.

4, The philosophy and rationale for curriculum and instructional planning pertinent

to teaching team organizational strategies.
The philosophy of education of middle grades education, theory and practice.
6. The need to provide leadership for student activities.
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SKILLS:
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The diversity inherent in middle level schools.

The teacher education student will have skills to:

1. Create a flexible and responsive schedule within a team structure.

2. Demonstrate effective behavior control strategies appropriate to the middle grade
learner.

3. Develop an understanding about the major trends of curriculum and instructional
practices in respective disciplines appropriate to the middle grades.

4. Plan appropriate classroom management strategies based on scientifically
researched educational practices for the middle grades.

5. Plan teacher advisory techniques and strategies which will develop positive
outcomes and enhanced self-esteem in all middle grade students.

6. Demonstrate effective communication in the classroom by using a variety of
communication skills, including verbal and nonverbal techniques, technology,
and media.

DISPOSITIONS:

The teacher education student will:

1. Appreciate the need for ethical professional behavior.

2. Value research and experience-based principles of effective practice for
encouraging the intellectual, social, and personal development of middle level
students.

3. Value different student approaches to learning for creating instructional
opportunities adapted to learners from diverse cultural backgrounds and with
exceptionalities.

4, Value reflection on teaching and its effects on adolescent growth and learning.

5. Appreciate the philosophy and rationale for curriculum and instructional planning
pertinent to teaching team organizational strategies.

7. Value active learning and respect for all children, especially those in the middle
grades.

8. Value open professional communication, collaborative planning and strategies for
development of team teacher middle grade concepts.

9. View learning as an integrated rather than fragmented process.

Suggested texts and/or references:

See Bibliography.

Suggested instructional strategies:

Lecture/discussion Simulation
Case studies Research papers
Team teaching Group projects/presentations

Cooperative instructional strategies Computer lab activities
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Description of field/clinical experiences:

Evaluation of students:

1. Group project which explains the nature of young adolescent development.
2. Creation of a functional flexible schedule for a middle school team.
3. ldentifying the crucial components of a middle level school using a case study.

Simulation, Research projects/papers, Individual and group presentations,
Discussion

Faculty who frequently teach the course:

Dr. Dave Kommer

Licensure programs in which course is required:

Middle Grade Licensure

If the course is offered for either undergraduate or graduate credit, identify the respective
difference in expectations:
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