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Course Syllabus 
Graduate:       Undergrad:   X 

Credit Hours:  2 
Field/Clinical Hours:  40/10 
 

Course Number: EDCI 236        
 
Course title for the catalog:  Middle Grades Field Experience I 
 
Catalog description: 
 

This course is designed to provide education majors who seek a middle grade license (4-
9) with opportunities to observe the setting, organization, and climate of middle schools and to 
interact appropriately with students in individual, small group, and whole class settings.  
Emphasis is on the effects of school climate and methodology on individual students within a 
diverse group of adolescent and preadolescent students.  Students will complete 50 hours of 
field/clinical experience in a  multi-cultural setting. 
 
The prerequisite (s) for this course is (are): 
 

EDFN 130 Workshop in Teaching 
Enrollment is to be concurrent with Middle Grades Block I ( EDCI 234 & EDCI 235). 

 
The enrollment restriction (s) for this course is (are): 
 

25 students in a cohort configuration 
 
Course and field/clinical experience objectives (including knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions):  
 
KNOWLEDGE: 
 

The teacher education student will have knowledge of: 
1. Appropriate classroom management practices. 
2. Effective use of technology. 
3. The process and documentation required for special education Individualized 

Educational Plans (IEP). 
4. Issues of cultural, socio-economic, and ethnic/racial diversity and gender in the 

classroom.  
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SKILLS: 
 

The teacher education student will have skills to: 
1. Utilize educational technology, including computers in working with individuals 

and small groups. 
2. Demonstrate understanding of adolescent development. 
3. Demonstrate the ability to systematically gather and analyze observational data. 
4. Demonstrate the ability to adapt instruction and materials for students with 

diverse cultural backgrounds or with exceptionalities. 
5. Demonstrate the ability to use formal and informal assessment data to evaluate 

the development of learners. 
6. Demonstrate the ability to plan instruction based on knowledge of the community, 

the curriculum, the needs of students and cultural diversity. 
7. Demonstrates the ability to communicate effectively with students orally and in 

writing. 
8. Demonstrates the ability to work cooperatively with all members of the 

educational community in order to understand and meet student needs. 
9. Demonstrates respecting the worth of all individuals and commitment to enabling 

all children to learn and contribute. 
10. Interact effectively in a multi-cultural setting.   

 
DISPOSITIONS: 
 

The teacher education student will: 
1. Demonstrate ethical professional behavior. 
2. Value cultural and socio-economic diversity & gender in planning, implementing, 

and reflecting on teaching.  
 
Suggested texts and/or references: 
 

See Bibliography 
 
Suggested instructional strategies: 
 

Lecture/discussion    Simulation 
Case studies     Research papers 
Team teaching    Group projects/presentations 
Cooperative instructional strategies 

 
Description of field/clinical experiences: 
 

Candidates will have the opportunity to take theory to practice by participating in the 
following experiences: 

C Observe and document student experiences 
C Observe and document many teacher roles 
C participate in team meetings 
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C Prepare and present instructional lessons/unit. 
 

Evaluation of students: 
 

Portfolios     Simulation 
Research projects/papers   Individual and group presentations 
Discussion techniques    Exams 

 
Faculty who frequently teach the course: 
 
 
Licensure programs in which course is required: 
 

Middle Grade Licensure 
 
If the course is offered for either undergraduate or graduate credit, identify the respective 
difference in expectations: 
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