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Ashland University 

Dwight Schar College of Education 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 

Course Syllabus 
Graduate:       Undergrad:   X 

Credit Hours:  3 
Field/Clinical Hours:  0/0 

 
Course Number: EDCI 335        
 
 
Course title for the catalog:  Middle Grades Block II: Content-Specific Methods & Assessment 
 
Catalog description: 
 
This course is designed for education majors who seek either Middle Grades (4-9) licensure or Intervention Specialist licensure. 
Students will learn best practices for differentiated middle grades instruction in Science, Math, and Social Studies. Topics include 
teaching methods, professional resources, content standards, value added assessment, Praxis II test preparation. 

 
(Mild/Moderate IS only) 
The Intervention Specialist team has chosen the Taskstream system to support the comprehensive program outcomes of the 
licensure programs. Taskstream is a subscription online portfolio system that provides students with lesson, unit, and portfolio 
building tools through their website, www.taskstream.com. 
 
Please note there will be required Taskstream class assignments and program portfolios that will be due during  students’ course 
of study at Ashland University.  While some classes will not have Taskstream assignments, students are responsible for 
maintaining their completed assignments for possible future use in the online program portfolio. 
 
The prerequisite (s) for this course is (are): 
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EDFN 130 Workshop in Teaching 
Either EDCI 234, 235, and 236--Middle Grades Block I OR EDCI 287/230 secondary. 
Enrollment is to be concurrent with Middle Grades Block II 

 
The enrollment restriction (s) for this course is (are): 
 

25 students in a cohort configuration 
 
Course and field/clinical experience objectives (including knowledge, skills, and dispositions):  
 
Social Studies Methods: 
 

Objectives AU 
Tenet 

NMSA 
Standard 

Ohio 
Teacher 

Standards 

Assessment Strategy 

Knowledge:  The Middle Childhood Candidate 
will 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
Social Studies lesson plans. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
Social Studies units. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
teaching methods for Social Studies. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
differentiation for Social Studies 
lessons. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
support for student understanding in 
Social Studies instruction. 

• Develop an understanding of essential 
elements of Social Studies content 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 11 

1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7 

• Content Notebook 
• Formal Exam 
• A Single-Subject Unit 

o Differentiation  
o Assessment 
o Lesson Plans 
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“major themes” 
• Develop an understanding of effective 

assessment techniques in Social 
Studies. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
differentiated assessment strategies for 
Social Studies. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
inclusion techniques in teaching Social 
Studies. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
Praxis II study materials for Social 
Studies. 

• Develop an understanding of 
professional development resources and 
associations for Social Studies. 

Skills:  The Middle Childhood Candidate will 
• Develop effective Social Studies lesson 

plans. 
• Develop effective Social Studies units. 
• Develop effective teaching methods for 

Social Studies. 
• Develop effective differentiation for 

Social Studies lessons. 
• Develop effective support for student 

understanding in Social Studies 
instruction. 

• Develop effective assessment 
techniques in Social Studies. 

• Develop effective differentiated 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 11 

1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7 

• Content Notebook 
• Formal Exam 
• A Single-Subject Unit 

o Differentiation  
o Assessment 
o Lesson Plans 
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assessment strategies for Social 
Studies. 

• Develop effective inclusion techniques 
in teaching Social Studies. 

• Develop effective Praxis II study 
materials for Social Studies. 

• Engage with professional development 
resources and associations for Social 
Studies. 

Disposition:  The Middle Childhood Candidate 
will 

• Value the use of effective Social 
Studies units. 

• Value the use of effective Social 
Studies lesson plans. 

• Value the use of effective teaching 
methods for Social Studies. 

• Value the use of effective 
differentiation for Social Studies 
lessons. 

• Value effective support for student 
understanding in Social Studies 
instruction. 

• Value the use of effective assessment 
techniques in Social Studies. 

• Value the use of effective differentiated 
assessment strategies for Social 
Studies. 

• Value the use effective inclusion 
techniques in teaching Social Studies. 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 11 

1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7 

• Content Notebook 
• Formal Exam 
• A Single-Subject Unit 

o Differentiation  
o Assessment 
o Lesson Plans 
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• Value the use of effective Praxis II 
study materials for Social Studies. 

• Value engagement with professional 
development resources and associations 
for Social Studies. 

 
 
Science Methods: 
 

Objectives AU 
Tenet 

NMSA 
Standard 

Ohio 
Teacher 

Standards 

Assessment Strategy 

Knowledge:  The Middle Childhood Candidate 
will 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
Science lesson plans. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
Science units. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
teaching methods for Science. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
differentiation for Science lessons. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
support for student understanding in 
Science instruction. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
assessment techniques in Science. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
differentiated assessment strategies for 
Science. 

• Develop an understanding of major 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 11 

1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7 

• Content Notebook 
• Formal Exam 
• A Single-Subject Unit 

o Differentiation  
o Assessment 
o Lesson Plans 
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themes for essential understanding. 
• Develop an understanding of effective 

inclusion techniques in teaching 
Science. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
safety techniques for Science 
instruction. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
Praxis II study materials for Science. 

• Develop an understanding of 
professional development resources and 
associations for Science. 

Skills:  The Middle Childhood Candidate will 
• Develop effective Science units. 
• Develop effective Science lesson plans. 
• Develop effective teaching methods for 

Science. 
• Develop effective differentiation for 

Science lessons. 
• Develop effective support for student 

understanding in Science instruction. 
• Develop effective assessment 

techniques in Science. 
• Develop effective differentiated 

assessment strategies for Science. 
• Develop effective inclusion techniques 

in teaching Science. 
• Develop effective safety techniques and 

materials for Science instruction. 
• Develop effective Praxis II study 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 11 

1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7 

• Content Notebook 
• Formal Exam 
• A Single-Subject Unit 

o Differentiation  
o Assessment 
o Lesson Plans 
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materials for Science. 
• Engage with professional development 

resources and associations for Science. 
Disposition:  The Middle Childhood Candidate 
will 

• Value the use of effective Science 
units. 

• Value the use of effective Science 
lesson plans. 

• Value the use of effective teaching 
methods for Science. 

• Value the use of effective 
differentiation for Science lessons. 

• Value effective support for student 
understanding in Science instruction. 

• Value the use of effective assessment 
techniques in Science. 

• Value the use of effective differentiated 
assessment strategies for Science. 

• Value the use effective inclusion 
techniques in teaching Science. 

• Develop the use of effective safety 
techniques for Science instruction. 

• Value the use of effective Praxis II 
study materials for Science. 

• Value engagement with professional 
development resources and associations 
for Science. 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 11 

1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7 

• Content Notebook 
• Formal Exam 
• A Single-Subject Unit 

o Differentiation  
o Assessment 
o Lesson Plans 

 
Mathematics Methods: 
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Objectives AU 

Tenet 

NMSA 
Standard 

Ohio 
Teacher 

Standards 

Assessment Strategy 

Knowledge:  The Middle Childhood Candidate 
will 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
Math units. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
Math lesson plans. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
teaching methods for Math. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
differentiation for Math lessons. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
support for student understanding in 
Math instruction. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
assessment techniques in Math. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
differentiated assessment strategies for 
Math. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
inclusion techniques in teaching Math. 

• Develop an understanding of effective 
Praxis II study materials for Math. 

• Develop an understanding of 
professional development resources and 
associations for Math. 

• Develop an understanding of major 
themes for essential understanding. 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 11 

1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7 

• Content Notebook 
• Formal Exam 
• A Single-Subject Unit 

o Differentiation  
o Assessment 
o Lesson Plans 
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Skills:  The Middle Childhood Candidate will 
• Develop effective Math units. 
• Develop effective Math lesson plans. 
• Develop effective teaching methods for 

Math. 
• Develop effective differentiation for 

Math lessons. 
• Develop effective support for student 

understanding in Math instruction. 
• Develop effective assessment 

techniques in Math. 
• Develop effective differentiated 

assessment strategies for Math. 
• Develop effective inclusion techniques 

in teaching Math. 
• Develop effective Praxis II study 

materials for Math. 
• Engage with professional development 

resources and associations for Math. 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 11 

1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7 

• Content Notebook 
• Formal Exam 
• A Single-Subject Unit 

o Differentiation  
o Assessment 
o Lesson Plans 

Disposition:  The Middle Childhood Candidate 
will 

• Value the use of effective Math units. 
• Value the use of effective Math lesson 

plans. 
• Value the use of effective teaching 

methods for Math. 
• Value the use of effective 

differentiation for Math lessons. 
• Value effective support for student 

understanding in Math instruction. 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 11 

1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7 

• Content Notebook 
• Formal Exam 
• A Single-Subject Unit 

o Differentiation  
o Assessment 
o Lesson Plans 
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• Value the use of effective assessment 
techniques in Math. 

• Value the use of effective differentiated 
assessment strategies for Math. 

• Value the use effective inclusion 
techniques in teaching Math. 

• Value the use of effective Praxis II 
study materials for Math. 

• Value engagement with professional 
development resources and associations 
for Math. 

 
Suggested instructional strategies: 
 

$ Lecture/discussion 
$ Teaming 
$ Projects/presentations 
$ Research 
$ Lesson plan development 
$ Unit plan development 
$ Development of essential and unit questions and learning targets 
$ Development of assessments 
$ Content Notebooks 

 
Description of field/clinical experiences: 
 

None 
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Faculty who frequently teach the course: 
 

Silverberg 
Adams 

 
Licensure programs in which course is required: 
 

Middle Grade Licensure 
 
If the course is offered for either undergraduate or graduate credit, identify the respective 
difference in expectations: 
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