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Dwight Schar College of Education
Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Course Syllabus
Graduate:  Undergrad: X
Credit Hours: 3
Field/Clinical Hours: 0/30

Course Number: EDCI 441

Course title for the catalog: Creating Effective Learning Environments

Catalog description:

This course is designed to introduce the social and emotional growth and needs of
students with emotional and/or learning differences. A positive approach which emphasizes the
dignity of the student will be emphasized.

The prerequisite (s) for this course is (are):

EDCI 250

The Intervention Specialist team has chosen the Taskstream system to support the
comprehensive program outcomes of the licensure programs. Taskstream is a subscription
online portfolio system that provides students with lesson, unit, and portfolio building tools
through their website, www.taskstream.com.

Please note there will be required Taskstream class assignments and program portfolios that
will be due during students’ course of study at Ashland University. While some classes will
not have Taskstream assignments, students are responsible for maintaining their completed
assignments for possible future use in the online program portfolio.

The enrollment restriction (s) for this course is (are):

25

Course and field/clinical experience objectives (including knowledge, skills, and

dispositions):

KNOWLEDGE:

The teacher education student will have knowledge of:
1. Current educational terminology, definitions, model programs and alternative
environments for students with emotional and behavioral differences.
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Differing perspectives of deviance, including self-stimulation and self abuse, from
education, mental health, religion, legal corrections and social welfare.
The legal system, social services, and mental health services available to assist
students with emotional and behavioral differences and their parents/caregivers.
Physical development, physical disability, and health impairments as they relate to
the development and behavior of students with disabilities.
The effects of dysfunctional behavior on learning and social relationships.
Family systems and how they affect the social and emotional needs of students.
The communicative function of behavior.
Single subject research design including case study.
Positive methods to build classroom community and student social and emotional
growth and development.

. Curriculum, assessment, methods, materials and technology applicable to students

with emotional and behavioral differences.

Conflict resolution programs and anger management strategies.

Teacher counseling techniques and knowing when to refer to specialists.

Consumer and professional organizations, publications, and journals relevant to the
field of emotional and behavioral differences.

Common medications used with students and their effect on behavior.
Cultural/linguistic differences and their effect on and interpretation of behavior.
Issues, resources and techniques used to integrate students with disabilities into and
out of alternative environments, including special centers, psychiatric hospitals, and
residential treatment centers.

Rationale for selecting specific management techniques for individuals with
disabilities.

Theories behind reinforcement techniques and their application to teaching
individuals with disabilities.

The teacher education student will have skills to:

1.

2.
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Collaborate with students, parents, regular education teacher, schools, and
community specialists to write and implement IEPs.

Identify, administer and evaluate anecdotal records, field notes, frequency,
topography, duration, latency, interviews, ABC analysis, and other data collection
methods.

Identify the communicative function of behavior and address student needs based
upon those functions.

Design, implement, and evaluate instructional programs that enhance the students(l
social participation in family, school, and community activities and train parents in
their use.

Develop a continuum of proactive and positive intervention strategies including anger
management, responsibility training, social skills training, etc.

Utilize rapport building techniques.

Conduct interactive research, single subject designs and case studies.

Clearly specify the goals and objectives which build classroom community and
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address the individual social and emotional needs of students.
Monitor group behavior changes and individual behavior changes within the group
across various academic and social environments.
Monitor the effects of medication on individual performance.
Develop and maintain effective and consistent classroom routines and expectations.
Design and use conflict resolution programs and train and foster peer mediation
groups.
Conform to policies, statutes, and rules established by federal, state, and LEA
agencies relating to judicious application of disciplinary methods and behavioral
procedures.
Maintain confidentiality of medical and academic records and respect for privacy of
individuals with disabilities.
Use reinforcement systems to create effective learning environments.
Develop and facilitate the use of behavior crisis management plans.

DISPOSITIONS:

The teacher education student will:

1.
2.
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Value humor as a way to build rapport and defuse stressful situations.

Recognize that inappropriate student behavior is seldom directed at the teacher as an
individual.

Apply only those disciplinary methods and behavioral procedures that do not
undermine the dignity of the student or the basic human rights of persons with
exceptionalities.

Assume student competence and ability to learn.

Value the inclusive philosophy for students with exceptionalities.

Act in a professional and ethical manner in all school-related situations.

Know the strengths and limitations that the teacher brings to the classroom based
upon their own gifts, history, and interests.

Advocate for best practice that is based upon research.

Value action research as a way to improve instruction.

Suggested texts and/or references for EDCI 441:

Kaplan, J. S. (1995). Beyond behavior modification (3" ed.). Austin, TX: Pro-ed.

Larrivee, B. (1999). Authentic classroom management: Creating a community of
learners. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Suggested instructional strategies:

Demonstrations, discussions, guest speakers, homework, lecture, media, projects,
readings, testing, tutoring.
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Description of field/clinical experiences:

A. U. students are instructed in the use of both formal and informal assessment
techniques to gain a well-rounded perspective of the student's present level of performance
across a variety of skill areas. The teacher education students are instructed in the interpretation
of the gathered data and how to translate such information into practical goals and objectives
from which tutorial lessons can be designed, conducted, and evaluated. All activities are
conducted under supervision in a neighboring school with at-risk children or children with
mild/moderated educational needs thus allowing immediate and systematic feedback as the
teaching students apply a variety of techniques.

Evaluation of students:

Required Taskstream components for this course:
1) Behavior support project assessing students’ ability to plan and implement behavior supports.

Faculty who frequently teach the course:

Certification programs in which course is required:

Intervention Specialist Mild/Moderate and Intervention Specialist Moderate/Intensive
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